Sentence Level
Remodeling and Carpentry Sentences

Carpentry Term and Definition 

Air-Dried Lumber: Lumber that’s been stored in an enclosed area for any length of time. The minimum moisture content of this lumber is 12 to 15 percent, though in the South it can be no lower than 19 percent.
Airway: The space made between roof boards and insulation in order for air to move.
Anchor Bolts: Bolts that are used to secure a wooden sill plate to floor or walls.
Apron: The piece of inside window trim placed against the wall directly beneath the stool.
Astragal: A molding attached to a swinging door against which the door hits.
Barge Board: A decorative board covering the rafter of the gable end.
Base or baseboard: A board positioned around the bottom circumference of a room as a finish between the floor and the plaster.
Base molding: A molding used as a trim for the upper edge of a baseboard.
Base Shoe (or Carpet Strip): A molding used as a trim for the bottom edge of a baseboard.
Batten: Narrow strips of wood used to cover joints.
Batter boards: A pair of horizontal boards attached to posts at the corner of a site to indicate desired levels. Often they are used to stretch strings between to create an outline for the foundation walls.
Beam: A structural member which supports a load diagonally.
Bed molding: An angled molding between the cornice and the wall.
Blind nailing: Nailing so that the nailheads are invisible on the face of the work.
Bolster: A short, horizontal timber/steel beam on top of a column which supports/shortens the span between the beams/girders.
Bottom Plate: The bottom, horizontal member of a stud framed wall, nailed through the subfloor into floor joists.
Brace: An inclined piece of lumber placed against wall to temporarily stiffen the structure while framing is completed.
Bridging: Small pieces of wood placed in an X-pattern between the floor joists to prevent them from twisting and squeaking.
Buck: A rough frame opening.
Butt joint: The junction between two ends of timber/members that meet in a square-cut joint.
Cant Strip: A triangular piece of wood used at the junction of a flat deck and wall which prevents the roof from cracking when it is applied over it.
Cap Plate: Upper top plate.
Column: A vertical supporting member that consists of base, shaft, and capital.
Casing: Molding of different lengths/widths used to trim doors/windows that open at the jambs.
Collar beam: 1 to 2 inch-thick members connecting opposite roof rafters to stiffen roof structure.
Compound Miter: An angled cut with the blade sloped at a specified angle.
Corner Boards: Trim for the external corns of a house against which the siding are finished.
Corner Braces: Diagonal braces at the corners of framed walls to provide extra strength.
Corner Post: The wall stud and spacer blocks which creates an nailing surface for drywall at a framed corner.
Cornice: Overhand of a pitched roof at the eve line.
Cove Molding: Molding with a concave face used to finish interior corners.
Cripple Stud: Short studs placed between the header and top plate, or between a sill and sole plate.
Crown: An upward bow, curve, or rise along a board length. Deck boards are set on end with the crown up. Eventually, the crown will sag and straighten the board.
Crown molding: Molding used to cover any interior angle.
Cut-in Brace: Small 2-inch-thick members that cut in between the stud diagonally.
Dado: A rectangular groove along the width of a board.
Decking: Lumber that forms an outside floor surface; decking fastens directly over floor joists.
Direct nailing: See Face-Nail.
Dormer: An opening in a sloping roof that projects out to create a vertical wall for windows.
Dressed and Matched: See Tongue and Groove.
Drip: A cornice that has a projection beyond the other parts to throw off water.
Drip Cap: A cornice on the top-side exterior of window/door frame to throw off water.
Eave: Lower part of a roof which projects over the wall.
Face-nail: Driving a nail perpendicularly through the width side board.
Fascia: The flat front board which caps the rafter tail ends and fly rafter edges.
Filler: A preparation used to fill/level off pores in open-pored woods.
Fishplate: A piece of wood that fastens the ends to two members together at a butt joint.
Floor Joists: The main subfloor framing members which supports the floor span. Typically, joists are made out of I-beams or 2×8 (or larger) lumber.
Fly Rafters: The end rafters forming the outside edge of the roof’s rake (overhang).
Framing, balloon: A framing in which all vertical structural elements of the bearing walls consist of single pieces extending from the top of the foundation sill plate to the roofplate and to which all floor joists are fastened.
Framing, platform: A framing in which the floor joists of each story rest on the top plates of the story below or on the foundation sill of the first story and the bearing walls rest on the subfloor of each story.
Frieze: A horizontal member which connects the top of the siding with the soffit of the cornice.
Furring: Strips of wood/metal put on a wall to even it and it often serves as a fastening base for finish material.
Girder: A large beam of wood or steel which acts as the principle support for loads along its span.
Header: A beam which is perpendicular to wall suds above doors, windows or other openings. It carries the weight of structural loads.
Joist: Parallel framing members installed horizontally to carry floor and ceiling loads.
Joist Hangers: Metal brackets which hold joist ends. Hangers are often easier than toenailing joists.
Ledger Board/Strip: A strip of lumber nailed to a beam, girder, or rim joist on which the floor joists rest.
Load-bearing Wall: A wall that supports structural weight above it. It can be recognized by overlapping or butted ceiling joists running vertically above it.
Lookouts: Rake cross-bracing between fly rafters and end gable rafters which the soffit nails to.
Miter: A 45-degree cut. Unlike a compound miter cut, the saw blade remains at 0 degrees.
Non Load-Bearing Wall: A wall which supports no load other than its own weight.
On Center (O.C.): The measured space between studs, joists, rafters, etc. This measurement runs from the center of one member to the center of the adjoining member.
Penny: This type of nail originally meant “the price per hundred.” Today, it refers to nail length and is abbreviated with the letter “d,” the English sign for one cent.
Plumb: A vertical element that is perfectly perpendicular to a level surface.
Plywood: Wood made of three or more layers of wood veneer laminated together with glue.
Pitch: The angle of a roof slope, measured as “X” inches per 12″ (x/12). Roof pitches commonly range from 4/12 to 8/12. To calculate pitch place a carpenter’s level on a roof line, measure out 12″ on the level, and then from that point measure down to the roof line. This will be the first number of the pitch.
Rough Opening: A framed-in opening (slightly bigger than the actual window/door) that replaces wall studs to accommodate a window/door.
Sheathing: Structural covering for studs, rafters, or roof trusses.
Sill: A structural wood piece which forms the lower side of a window opening.
Sill Plate: A piece of horizontal wood which is anchored to the foundation masonry. It is used to provide a nailing surface for floors or walls built above.
Soffit: The underneath member of eaves and rakes. Often they’re vented to draw air into an attic.
Sole Plate: Bottom, horizontal member of a framed wall.
Spacer Blocks: Short blocks nailed to corner studs. A wall stud is nailed to the spacers, which creates a new nailing surface.
Span: Distance between the structural supports in floors, ceilings, and roofs.
Stick-Building: When one constructs framing on the site itself, instead of raising prefabricating walls as a single unit.
Stud: A 2×4 or 2×6 vertical framing member used to assemble walls.
Subfloor: Boards or plywood mounted over joists on which the finish floor is laid.
Tack: A temporary nailer. Something is lightly “tacked” into place in order to aid in positioning, measuring, handling, etc.
Toenailing: Nailing at an angle to connect one framing piece to a second.
Tongue and Groove: Boards manufactured so that there is a groove on one edge and a tongue on the corresponding edge.
Top Plate: Top, horizontal framing pieces of a wall.
Valley: The inward angle of two sloping roof sections. Framing consists of a doubled valley rafter in the middle which extends from a top plate corner to a second ridge board, with angled jack rafters used for support.
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110 Line
“110” volt is a standard voltage household circuit that can support most appliances, lighting and more.

220 Line
A “220” line is a high-voltage circuit designed to support appliances requiring higher amperage; for example, a 220 line is necessary to support an electric dryer.

Acrylic Paint
A type of paint with high pigment levels and good color retention. Acrylic paint is made up of a synthetic resin and is similar to latex. It is fast-drying, and the end result can be compared to a watercolor or oil painting

Allowance
An amount of money, or budget, captured within the construction contract that is set aside for expenses that will arise during the course of the construction project. It is typically used for details that will be decided after work has begun, such as type of tile to be used, cabinet fixtures, and similar details.

Aluminum Paint
A type of paint with a metallic-looking finish. This finish comes from aluminum particles contained within the paint base.

Angle Stop or Angle Supply
A shut-off valve that connects the water pipes within the wall to the fixtures (faucet, toilet, etc) on the exterior of the wall.

Architect
A professional who designs buildings or assists in the renovation and planning of commercial or residential spaces. An architect also oversees and advises on creation of the design. An architect must complete a course of study and pass a test to be licensed by the state. Architects are often needed any time you do structural changes to a building, like removing or adding walls.

Asbestos
Asbestos (or magnesium silicate) is a material which was previously used in construction and insulation products. Asbestos was an attractive material due to its stability and fire-resistance. Exposure to asbestos over long periods of time has been proven to cause various types of lung cancer.

Awning Window
A type of window that is hinged at the top and the bottom panel, or sash, swings outward
Back Priming
To prime, or apply paint to, the back or exterior of a piece of woodwork. Back Priming helps to prevent wood grain from contracting or swelling.

Baseboard
A board that runs along the base of the floor; a baseboard covers the gap between the floor and the adjoining wall.

Basin
A type of sink, circular in shape that has sloping or curving sides.

Bay Window
A three-window unit, the Bay window usually contains one large middle panel and two smaller side panels. A bay window projects outward from the walls of the home.

Bid
A written offer of a price that describes the project, the work entailed, and the specified cost for which the contractor is willing to perform the work.

Bidet
A bathroom fixture with hot and cold running water which is used mainly for cleansing the posterior parts of the body. Bidets originated in France.

Blistering
Bubbling that can form on a newly-painted surface. Blistering is sometimes caused by excessive heat, early application of a second coat of paint (before the first coat is dry), or moisture in the painted surface.

Blueprints
Mechanical drawings, prepared by an architect, that show precise detail of a building or space. Blueprints are used during the planning and construction of a project.

Blushing
Occurs on painted surfaces and is caused by the presence of moisture during drying. Blushing can occur with any type of paint but most notably distorts gloss coats or clear lacquer.

Bond or Bonding
A bond is an amount of money which secures a contractor’s license with a certified governmental agency. A bond can be used to pay unpaid bills held by the contractor, or as a guarantee or contingency that a project will be completed as planned.

Bow Window
A window unit composed of several window panels that form a bow shape; each panel is typically configured at a 10 degree angle. A bow window projects outward from the walls of the home.

Cabinet Soffit
The space between the top of the upper cabinets and the ceiling in kitchens. The soffit forms a boxed framework in this space.

Casement Window
A single-window unit, the casement window is usually hinged on the side, and opens outward.

Casing
The trim or molding that forms the frame around doors and windows.

Caulking
Used to seal gaps between surfaces, typically in a kitchen, bathroom, or outdoor siding. Caulking helps to prevent water leaks and acts as a seal in general against the elements.

Change Order
A modification made to the original contract; this change is typically to the price, the plans or other specification of the project. The change order must be in writing.

Circuit Breaker
A device located within the main electrical panel or in a circuit breaker box. The main purposes of the circuit breaker are: to regulate the amount of power that flows through a given circuit, and to shut power off to some or all areas of a house.

Colorant
The dye or pigment used to tint paint. Colorants can be added to prepared paints or a base in proportionate amounts to achieve a desired color effect.

Concrete
A hard building material made by mixing a cementing material (such as portland cement) and sand or gravel with water. Commonly used in construction of sidewalks, building foundations, and more.

Concrete Board or Wonder Board
Typically used as the foundation for a tiled surface, concrete board or wonder board is a flat panel made out of concrete and fiberglass.

Construction Contract
A legal agreement between the homeowner and the contractor. A construction contract outlines the details of the project, and usually contains a project description, outline of the work, timing, cost details, any blueprints or plans, specifications, payment schedules, allowance details, and a warranty statement.

Construction Schedule
The timetable of a project. This timetable should detail the dates of commencement and anticipated completion of a project, and also include a description of each phase in the project and how long it will take relative to the completion time of the entire project.

Cost-Plus Contract
A legal agreement between the homeowner and contractor that states the contractor’s compensation for the job will be a percentage of the total cost of the project’s labor and materials.

Cycle Time
The time of a flush cycle for a toilet. The cycle time begins when the toilet lever is flushed and ends when the water supply shuts off.

Deed
A signed and sealed legal document that is used to transfer a title; typically used for real estate, automobiles, and other larger-scale purchases.

Designer
A professional (typically non-licensed) who designs houses or elements of a residence, including interior design, landscaping and more.

Diverter
Valves, used in several plumbing fixtures that divert water to different outlets. Diverters are used in faucets, showers, bathtubs, and more.

Door Header
A beam that redirects the weight, or load, from above a door to the side door studs.

Double Glazing
A window that utilizes two panes of glass. Double glazing can help to improve energy efficiency in a home and can provide similar benefits as household insulation.

Double Hung Window
A window made up of two panels that slide vertically to open. This window style is a classic design and is typically constructed of wood.

Drop-Sheet or Drop Cloth
A sheet used to cover and protect furniture, floors, and valuables during interior painting projects.

Dry Rot
Sometimes called “fungal wood rot”, dry rot is a fungus that can eat away at wood fibers, turning them to powder. Dry rot thrives in moist and damp conditions.

Drywall or Gypsum Wallboard
A manufactured wall surface of plasterboard or other material encased in a thin layer of cardboard. Typically comes in panels.

Eggshell
A type of paint finish, or gloss. The finish/sheen of eggshell is somewhere between flat (no gloss) and semi-gloss (some gloss).

Elongated Bowl
An alternative to the standard round toilet bowl shape. The elongated toilet bowl is oval in shape and is about 2″ longer than a round toilet bowl.

Enamel
A type of paint. Enamel paint dries to a smooth, hard finish. Enamel paint comes in a range of finishes/ gloss levels.

Energy Star
A program supported by the U.S. EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) that recognizes products that are energy efficient. Energy Star labels can be found on products ranging from air conditioners to home heating equipment and more.

Estimating
The process of determining the cost of a project. Estimating typically results in a ballpark cost estimate and usually occurs prior to signing a final contract.

Expansion Joint
A joint that allows wood to contract and expand during seasonal temperature fluctuations.
 
Fiberglass
Glass in a fibrous form used in making various types of products including bathtubs.

Finish Coat
When painting, a top or final coat.

Fixed Price Contract
A type of contract that holds a set, agreed-upon price for the work.


Fixture
A term which is used to describe many items within the home, typically in bathrooms and kitchens. Examples include sinks, faucets, bathtubs; almost anything exterior to the wall.

Flat
A type of paint finish. Paint with a flat finish has virtually no gloss or shine; it is known to be less durable than paint with a higher gloss.

Floor Area
The square footage of a building or space.

Floor Plan
A drawing of a building or space that shows the current or proposed design and specifications of the room or rooms. Typically, a floor plan will also show windows, doors, walls, and stairwells.

Forced Air Heating
A type of heating with natural gas, oil, electricity or propane as fuel. The process involves heating air in a furnace and distributing it via a set of ducts to several areas of the house.

Frame Wall
A wall that is part of the structure of a building. A structural wall is made of studs, a bottom and top plate, and a wall covering such as drywall.

French Hinged Door
Hinged doors with multiple glass panes that extend for most of the door’s lengths. French hinged doors also have wider panel members around the glass.

Frieze
A decorative band, typically horizontal, that can be found on the interior or exterior of a building or home. It originates in architecture dating back for centuries; a common style of frieze is the egg-and-dart design.

Fuse
A device that regulates the current of electricity. A fuse, typically found in older homes, will “break” and interrupt the circuit when the current exceeds certain amperage and the fuse becomes overloaded.

General Contractor
A company or individual that is capable of managing several types of construction and renovation projects. A general contractor will typically hire subcontractors and specialists to work on various phases of a project; ultimately, however, the general contractor holds responsibility for completing the job.

Generator
A machine which converts mechanical energy into electrical energy.

GFCI
Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter. A device that is used to protect from injury caused by contact with stray electrical currents that could be the result of faulty appliances or wiring, or water getting into an outlet. GFCI’s are required in most new home construction. Commonly referred to as GFI for short.

Gloss
Describes the finish, or shine, of paint. There are several levels of gloss, including flat, velvet, eggshell, low luster, semi-gloss, and high gloss. Typically, paint with a high gloss level is more durable.

GPF or Gallons Per Flush
A measure that describes the water consumption for toilets.

Graining
To create the appearance of wood grain on a surface through specialized painting techniques, staining, or specially prepared paint colors.

Grout
A thin mortar that is typically used to fill the spaces between floor or wall tiles and other types of masonry.

Hand Shower
A moveable showerhead that is connected to the water supply with a hose. Hand showers are an alternative to a fixed showerhead, especially in bathtub showers.

Hardboard
A dense fiberboard made by first reducing natural wood to fibers, and then pressing the fibers together. Hardboard is available in various sizes and thicknesses.

Hearth
The floor area in front of a fireplace, or the actual floor of the fireplace. The hearth is usually constructed of brick, stone or cement.

Hot-Water Heating
Radiator heating system. Hot Water Heating, or Hydronic Heating, uses various types of fuel to heat water; the water is then distributed through pipes and radiators to provide heat throughout the home.


HVAC
Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning; all appliances of the system used to condition the air within the home.

I-Beam
A type of beam constructed of iron, steel or wood that is shaped like the letter I at its cross section.

Industrial Paint
“Professional-strength” paint; typically industrial paint would be used for specific purposes, or in commercial environments. It is usually highly durable and ultra-resistant to chemicals or environmental exposure.

Insulating Glass
A window or door construction that combines two or more panes of glass. The spaces between the panes are hermetically sealed.

Insulation
Material used to prevent heat loss in a structure. Insulation is usually placed within ceilings and walls, and sometimes floors. Quality home insulation can help to reduce heating or electricity bills.

Jamb
Vertical pieces of wood (or other material) that line the sides of door and window frames.

Jet
A feature of a toilet that is designed to start the siphoning action quickly by directing water into the trap way. Jets are also used in bathtubs to create a whirlpool type effect.

Knot
A knot is a part of a tree limb or branch that is sometimes visible on the surface of a plank of wood.

Landing
A level part of a stairway, either between flights of stairs or at the end of a flight of stairs.

Latex Paint
Paint that uses latex as a binder. Latex paint can be removed with water while it is wet.

Linseed Oil
A drying oil, derived from flaxseed, that used in paint, lacquer and varnish products.


Low Consumption Toilet
Toilets designed to use a small amount of water per flush; currently only 1.6 gallons.

One-Piece Toilet
A style of toilet, usually glass or china, where the bowl and tank are manufactured together as one fixture.

Open-Front Toilet
A type of toilet seat rim, usually used in commercial environments. An open-front toilet seat has a space, at least 2-3 inches wide, in the front of the rim. The seat resembles a horseshoe in shape.

Panel
A board, typically rectangular in shape that is set in a frame. Usually refers to the panels within a door frame or cabinet.

Payment Schedule
A schedule of payments, usually included in the contract, that describes at what point(s) the customer will pay the contractor. May include a deposit, periodic payments for materials, work performed, and of course a final payment.

Permit
Authorization from local or state government officials to perform work. Various types of permits are needed in order to begin a project, and may include zoning permits, building permits, electrical permits, plumbing permits, and more.

Plywood
A building material made of thin sheets of wood that have been glued and pressed together.

Pop-up Assembly
A drain mechanism in which the stopper pops up and down; this is controlled by a piece within the faucet that pushes the stopper either up or down.

Pressure Balance Valve
A mixing valve within shower plumbing that automatically maintains a constant water temperature; this is done by regulating the changes in pressure from incoming cold and hot water supplies. The temperature remains constant despite changes in hot or cold water pressure.

Pressure Relief Valve
Used on a hot water heater or boiler. This device is used to prevent the build-up of steam within the tank by releasing steam when pressure reaches a certain threshold.



Punch List
A list of unfinished items, created toward the end of a project, that must be completed or corrected before the last and final payment is made.

PVC or CPVC
A type of pipe, typically used for water supply or plumbing, made of a white, water-insoluble thermoplastic resin.

Remodeling Contractor
A contractor that specializes in larger, more involved home renovation projects. A remodeling contractor has expertise with simple and complex renovations, home additions, room and home expansions, and more.

Riser
The upright piece of a step that sits between one stair tread and the next.

Round-Front Bowl
The standard shape of a toilet bowl. A round toilet bowl has dimensions of 14 inches wide by 16 1⁄2 inches long, and is about 2 inches shorter than an elongated bowl.

R-Value
A measure of thermal resistance. The R-value gauges the effectiveness of different types of home insulation; the greater the R-value, the greater the level of insulation quality.

Schematic Drawing
A rough drawing of a room or building that shows the general size and shape of the space.

Scope of Work
The description of a project that includes in-depth details and describes the work to be completed.

Setback Thermostat
A programmable thermostat that can be set to different temperatures at specified times of the day or week.

Single Glazing
Use of single panes of glass in a window. An alternative to double glazing but not as energy-efficient.

Siphoning
The suction or pulling action that occurs in the trap-way of a toilet as it is flushed. Siphoning is critical to the flushing functionality of a toilet.

Soffit
The visible, finished underside of a structural part of a building; may include the underside of staircases, eaves, arches, beams, or a roof overhang.

Specialty Contractor
A contractor that is licensed to perform specialized types of jobs or tasks; examples include electrical, plumbing, appliance installation, and more.

Specifications or Specs
A list of materials, model numbers, features of appliances, colors, or other details that supplements the contract or other document detailing the scope of work.

Standard Practices of the Trades
Minimum construction standards. Dictates that the work will be performed in accordance with set standards of the industry as established by professionals in the field.

Subcontractor
A General or Specialty contractor who works for another General contractor. Most general contractors will hire subcontractors that specialize in certain areas (electrical, plumbing, painting), to work on certain portions of a given project.

Three-Way Switch
Electrical switch that enables you to turn a fixture on or off from two different locations. Commonly used at the top and bottom of a flight of stairs.

Time & Materials Contract
A contract which itemizes in detail the cost of labor (billed hourly in this case), overhead, and materials.

Tongue & Groove
A carpentry joint on a board or plank in which the jutting edge (tongue) of one board fits into the grooved end (groove) of another board. Typically used in hardwood flooring.

Tread
The horizontal piece of a step.

Trim
Decorative woodwork typically used around the edges of a room or building; usually trim is found around windows, doors, or the baseboard.

Tube & Knob Wiring
A common type of electrical wiring used prior to World War II. Suitable for small fixtures or electrical appliances that have low amperage requirements.
Two-Piece Toilet
A standard toilet style that includes two pieces, the tank and bowl, which are connected.

Undercoat
A layer of paint applied before the topcoat; also called the base coat or primer.

Vanity
A type of storage cabinet for bathrooms that sits under the sink/counter.

Vessel
A style of sink that is not fully installed into the counter; it sits partially above the counter. This type of basin is often glass or porcelain and can be very colorful and stylistic.

Walkthrough
The designer, architect, contractor and/or subcontractors meet at the project site to evaluate the project and scope of work.

Water-Saving Toilet
Toilets designed to use a minimum of 1.6 gallons of water per flush and a maximum of 3.5 gallons per flush.

Watt
The measure of the electrical requirement of an appliance or fixture. Wattage is calculated by multiplying voltage by amperage.

Weather-Stripping
The process of sealing openings or cracks around windows and doors with metal, wood or plastic materials. Weather-stripping prevents air and water from getting in through such gaps or openings

Zoning
Governmental specifications detailing how certain property may be used. Examples include: commercial, residential, high rise residential, single or multi-family homes, etc


